English Language and Composition

11AP – Mr. Forbes   Room 225

The English Language and Composition class is a college level course designed to prepare students for the Advanced Placement English Language and Composition test.  The test is given in May and is mandatory for the students in the AP class. Students who pass the test may receive college credit for freshman English.  Any student who chooses not to take the test in May will receive CP credit for the course, not AP credit.    

One important aspect of the course involves the student’s ability to analyze critically various genres of literature.  To that end, the students will read a variety of pieces.  For summer reading, they read several non-fiction essays and they read The Color of Water.  The main focus of the Language and Composition class is non-fiction and how a writer uses language to reveal meaning.  Therefore, we will study and evaluate many types of non-fiction. As outside reading, students will also be required to read several novels, which may include The Great Gatsby, Their Eyes Were Watching God, The Scarlet Letter, Song of Solomon, Middle Passage.  Non-fiction full length works will include In Cold Blood and perhaps Nickel and Dimed and Mountains Beyond Mountains. Other pertinent works will be added as needed.  While discussing the language in the fiction pieces, we will look at critical essays written by other notable authors and literary critics.  Students will be required to write several essays during the course of the year.  On an average, there will be one essay every week.  To prepare for the May exam, we will read and analyze pieces that have appeared on past AP exams.  We will also practice AP type multiple-choice questions.  And, students will be required to know and understand a lengthy list of literary terms and rhetorical devices and must be able to recognize and critique them in non-fiction and in literature.  

Because this course is rigorous, homework is to be completed on time.  No credit is given for late homework and take-home assignments that are graded as tests or quizzes will be given one full letter grade down for each day they are late (even if the student is absent on the day the assignment is due).  Failure of technology (printer out of ink, computer failure, etc.) will not be accepted as an excuse.  Also, there will be many homework assignments or class work assignments that will NOT be able to be made up if a student is absent on the day they are assigned.  When a homework assignment is due, the class will most often be going over that assignment during the period it is due.  If a student was absent to receive the assignment and made no attempt to call a friend for the assignment, it may be that the student cannot make it up since the material will be covered in the period it is due placing the student who was absent at an unfair advantage since the material and the “right” answers will have been discussed in class.  Similarly, many class work assignments are graded on a basis of participation or during class written or oral work.  If a student is absent for that class work, make-up is nearly impossible.  Also, if a student is absent during a group’s oral presentation, that student will receive no credit for the work.  All assignments and due dates will be posted regularly on my website (mrforbeshomework.weebly.com).  On the website, students will be able to access any handouts necessary to complete their assignments.  However, copyrighted material will not be placed on the site, so students will be responsible for having their texts with them.   
All student grades will be based on 20% formative and 80% summative evaluations, all of which will include homework, tests, quizzes, essays, and regular oral participation.  Mid-term and Final exams will be given and will be a separate grade on the student report card.  Students are required to be in school each day.  If a student is absent for any reason, it is that student’s responsibility to find out what was missed (preferably by checking the website before the next class meeting) and to make arrangements for make-up. Make up of tests and in class essays must be done either before school or after school.  Unless there are extenuating circumstances, tests missed because of absences will not be accepted more than one week late.  I am available on Thursday afternoons, every other Tuesday afternoon and every morning after 6:45 a.m.  Students may also make arrangements for Monday and Wednesday after-school make up or extra help.  I may also be reached by email at forbesa@sps.springfield.ma.us.  I do check email regularly and will most often respond promptly.  (However, if you email me after 9:00 p.m., do not expect a reply that night. I get up early and go to bed early)  I am available frequently for help primarily because I expect quality work from every student.  I am willing to help anyone who is willing to work hard.  Similarly, plagiarism or cheating of any kind will not be tolerated.  If plagiarism or cheating of any kind or length is discovered, the student will receive a zero grade for the assignment and will receive disciplinary action from the assistant principal.  

I will follow the city-wide attendance policy precisely.  Please understand that promptness and attendance is key to success in school.  Students who are absent frequently will not have a chance to be successful.  If a student enters the classroom after the bell, he/she will be marked tardy and will receive detention.  If a student is in school and for any reason has a need to be “excused” from class, I must be asked first.  (I will usually say no.)  There are sometimes emergencies, but unless I have approved the “in-school” absence beforehand, it will be considered a cut and the student will receive a zero for the class and will not receive credit for any of the work done that day, yet will be responsible for it.  
Because of the AP Grant from the Mass. Math Science Initiative, we require students to attend Saturday sessions to prepare for the exam.  The sessions run from 8:30 – 3:00 and the dates for the sessions for this school year are:

October 19
Overview of the Language Exam

January 11
Mock Exam  (Attendance at this session is mandatory.)
March 15
Review of Mock exam
Please understand that, as a student, you are responsible for your education.  I will do everything I can to help you to improve. You, however, must also fully participate in your learning.  I will not do it alone; nor will I do it for you.  

Parents who wish to contact me may also do so by email, through my website (forbesa@sps.springfield.ma.us) or may call the Central guidance office to make an appointment.  I am looking forward to a successful year and hope that your child is too.  

Please remember: “Hard work is its own reward.”

________________________________________________________________

SPECIAL NOTE TO PARENTS:
Because there is not enough time during the regularly scheduled Open House in October to cover the requirements of the course and answer all your questions regarding your child’s participation in the AP Language class, I will be holding a meeting for parents of my AP students on Tuesday evening September 17 at 6:30 pm in room 225.  The meeting should last about 1 hour.  I hope you will be able to attend.

PLEASE PROVIDE THE REQUESTED INFORMATION BELOW, SIGN, AND RETURN THE FORM TO ME BY AUGUST 30, 2012.
PLEASE WRITE LEGIBLY!

Student name________________________________   Date______________

I have read the course description and the attached addendum:
_____________________________        _____________________________

Student





Student email
_____________________________
       _____________________________


Parent/Guardian signature

Parent/Guardian email






       _____________________________







Parent/Guardian Phone #






       _____________________________







Alternate phone contact


_____ I will attend the special parent meeting in room 225 on September 11 at 6:30 pm.
_____ I will not be able to attend the special parent meeting in room 225 on September 11 at 6:30 pm.  

If you are not able to attend the meeting, please schedule an appointment with me during the first month of school so we can discuss the course expectations and I can answer your questions.

